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Safe tips for cold-winter boating

 
 

Watch for  
The Mid-South Tribune’s 27th Annual  

Black History Month edition, coming in Feb. 2022.

 The Fishing Wire.com 
 
BENTON, Ky. – For the past few 
seasons, with words and actions, 
Major League Fishing (MLF) 
Senior Director of Operations 
Bill Taylor had laid the ground-
work for his departure from the 
duties he’s overseen and con-
trolled since 2001. Taylor made 
it official this week, as MLF an-
nounced that the longest-tenured 
tournament director in the com-
pany’s history is stepping away. 
Taylor, who was the tournament 
director for the Tackle Ware-
house Pro Circuit (formerly FLW 
Tour) for more than 19 seasons, 
officially announced his retire-
ment as of January 1. It marks the 
end of an incredibly successful 
reign during which Taylor helped 
usher in numerous tournament 
eras, from the first wrapped 
trucks and boats to the internet 
age, to expanded live-streamed 
tournament coverage, and 
through the acquisition of Fish-
ing League Worldwide (FLW) by 
MLF in 2019. 
“I told Kathy Fennel some time 
ago that I’d know when it’s time 
– and it has been such a fun ride 
– but it is time,” said Taylor, who 
turned 74 in August. “Those 4 
a.m. wake-up times are getting 
pretty tough. I was blessed to 
have a great job that allowed me 
to do a little bit of fishing and 
hunting each year. But being tied 
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Cold-water immersion is the 
cause of many boating-related fa-
talities. The danger increases as 
water temperature decreases 
below normal body temperature 
(98.6° F). If you plan to be on the 
water this winter, 

Do… 
•Do make sure everyone is wea-
ring a life jacket. Even experi-
enced swimmers will experience 
shock within one minute in the 
frigid water and lose muscle con-

trol within 10 minutes. 
•Do file a float plan with some-
one you trust that includes details 
about the trip, boat, persons, tow-
ing or trailer vehicle, communi-
cation equipment and emergency 
contacts. Download a free float 
plan template at www.floatplan-
central.org. 
•Do dress properly for the 
weather, always wear layers, and 
bring an extra set of clothes in 
case you get wet. Remember, 
dress for the water temperature, 

not the air temperature. 
•Do use your navigation lights to 
alert other boaters of your pres-
ence in dark and/or foggy con-
ditions. Recreational boats 
operating at night are required to 
display navigation lights between 
sunset and sunrise. 
•Do catch your breath. A sudden, 
unexpected fall into cold water 
causes an involuntary gasp (or 
torso) reflex. It takes less than 
one-half cup of water in your 
lungs to drown. If you remain 
calm, you have a greater chance 
of self-rescue. 

Don’t… 
•Don’t panic if you fall into the 

water. Stay afloat with the help of 
your life jacket, regain control of 
your breathing and keep your 
head above water in vision of 
rescuers. 
•Don’t keep heavy boots on if 
you’re in the water. Look for 
ways to increase your buoyancy. 
If you’re in the water with others, 
huddle together with everyone 
facing inward to help everyone 
stay afloat and keep warm. 
 
•Don’t apply heat to extremities 
like arms and legs of a rescued 
victim. This sudden change in 
temperature could cause cardiac 
arrest. 

Cold-water immersion is the cause of many boating-related fatalities. The danger increases 
as water temperature decreases below normal body temperature (98.6° F).  (Photo/Courtesy: 
safeboatingcampaign.com)

Stages of Cold-Water 
Immersion 

•Cold shock. You have one mi-
nute to adjust to the cold shock 
response – don’t panic. 
•Swimming failure. You have 
10 minutes of meaningful move-
ment to get help and get out of 
the water. 
•Hypothermia. You have about 
one hour before you become un-
conscious from hypothermia. 
•Post-rescue collapse. You 
“give up” and collapse after or 
right at the time of rescue. 
 For more information on safe 
boating practices, please visit 
safeboatingcampaign.com. 
 

MLF senior director of operations Bill Taylor announces  
retirement; Also, after 19 seasons of Pro Circuit Tourney

MLF Senior Director  of Operations Bill Taylor announces 
retirement. (Photo/Courtesy: Major League Fishing)

up for several weeks each year, 
away from my family, my phone 
always ringing – it’s weighed on 

me quite a bit over the last few 
months. I’m happy that I am able 
to retire and I’ll have more time 
to spend with my family and do 
a little more fishing and hunt-
ing.” 
A decorated tournament angler 
in his own right, Taylor fished in 
the first-ever Operation Bass 
(precursor to FLW) tournament 
in 1980. He worked full-time as 

a UPS driver for 30 years, from 
1970 until he retired from the 
company in the year 2000. He 
first began working for Opera-
tion Bass in 1989, helping out at 
the Red Man Tournament Trail 
events as part of the operations 
staff. When Operation Bass was 
acquired by Irwin Jacobs and re-
branded as FLW in 1996, Taylor 
was brought along as part of the 
operations crew and worked the 
inaugural season of the FLW 
Tour, using PTO time from UPS 
to fulfill his tournament duties. 
After his retirement from UPS, 
he was promoted to full-time 
tournament director of the FLW 
Tour in 2001, a role he held 
through the 2019 season. In his 

final two seasons with MLF, Tay-
lor served as Senior Director of 
Operations, working with all of 
MLF’s tournament directors to 
help with planning logistics, 
venue selection, angler recruit-
ment, on-the-water coverage and 
anything else that needed to be 
done to make sure the tourna-
ments were successful. 
“There are so many people that I 
want to thank and recognize, and 
if I tried to mention them all it 
would take a novel. But I need to 
thank my family – especially my 
wife Barbara – for always sup-
porting me 100%, even when it 
would sometimes take me away 
for weeks at a time,” Taylor said. 
“I want to thank Charlie Evans 
and Kathy Fennel for giving me 
my first opportunity to work as a 
full-time tournament director. 
And I want to thank MLF, for al-
lowing me to stay with the com-
pany through the acquisition of 
FLW and finish my career. I wish 
everyone at MLF nothing but the 
best, they will always have my 
support, and I will continue to be 
a strong ambassador for the com-
pany. 
“It’s been a great run,” Taylor 
went on to say. “I got to work 
front and center with the best 
fishermen in the world. To be a 
part of this industry – working 
alongside the anglers and spon-
sors, making decisions, creating 
rules – it has truly been one of the 

most rewarding times of my 
life.” 
“Bill Taylor is the most dedicated 
person that I have ever met,” 
stated MLF Executive Vice Pres-
ident and General Manager 
Kathy Fennel. “He is incredibly 
thorough and always prepared. 
He is not a procrastinator. It’s a 
quality that our staff has re-
spected, admired and even joked 
about all of these years – you’re 
not going to beat Bill Taylor to 
the ramp in the morning. He was 
the first person there, every sin-
gle day, and is the hardest-work-
ing person that I know. The man 
loves fishing – both working and 
on the other end of it with a rod 
and a reel in his hand. And that’s 
what has made him such a great 
tournament director. He has a 
huge heart, and he truly cares 
very much. 
“More importantly, Bill is an 

“More importantly, Bill is an 
amazing family man. He 
doesn’t put anything ahead of 
his family, and he’s the same 
way with his work family,” 
Fennel continued. “No matter 
the situation or task, I knew 
that if I called on Bill he’d be 
there to help me figure out a 
way to get it done. His hon-
esty, integrity and passion has 
elevated not just our organi-
zation but the entire sport of 
professional bass fishing.” 

A decorated tournament an-
gler in his own right, Taylor 
fished in the first-ever Oper-
ation Bass (precursor to 
FLW) tournament in 1980.

amazing family man. He doesn’t 
put anything ahead of his family, 
and he’s the same way with his 
work family,” Fennel continued. 
“No matter the situation or task, 
I knew that if I called on Bill he’d 
be there to help me figure out a 
way to get it done. His honesty, 
integrity and passion has el-
evated not just our organization 
but the entire sport of profes-
sional bass fishing.” 
MLF co-founder and longtime 
tournament competitor Boyd 
Duckett echoed Fennel’s sen-
timents. 
“Bill Taylor is an individual that 
has as strong of a passion for the 
sport of bass fishing as any 
human that I’ve ever met,” 
Duckett said. “I’ve fished tourna-
ments since 1977, and only a few 
tournament directors that I have 
worked with have the character 
needed to make the really tough 
decisions, no matter what anyone 
else thought. Bill Taylor is one of 
those individuals. Bill always 
had the answer, and it was al-
ways fair and never influenced. 
“After the acquisition of FLW, I 
got to work alongside Bill on the 
business side of the sport and I 
was really impressed on how fo-
cused he was. Any problems or 
any ideas we had – Bill was 24-
7. His lifetime passion for bass 
fishing is an impressive quality, 
and we thank him for his time at 
MLF.” 
 

Do file a float plan with 
someone you trust that in-
cludes details about the trip, 
boat, persons, towing or 
trailer vehicle, communica-
tion equipment and emer-
gency contacts. Download a 
free float plan template at 
www.floatplancentral.org. 

Josh Minott named to 
AAC weekly honor roll  

MEMPHIS, TN- January 10 
2022– Memphis Tigers freshman 
Josh Minott earned his second-
straight American Athletic Con-
ference recognition, this time 
being named to the weekly 
Honor Roll for his performances 
last week. 
  
Minott, who was selected the 
AAC Freshman of the Week on 
Jan. 3, averaged a double-double 
in Memphis’ wins over Tulsa and 
Cincinnati. He made his first two 
starts as a Tiger and contributed 
10.5 points and 10.5 rebounds 
per outing, helping the Tigers 
move to 3-1 in conference action 
in the early goings. 
  
The Boca Raton, Fla., native 
grabbed a career-high 11 re-
bounds against the Golden Hur-
ricane Tuesday night to go along 
with seven points and five as-
sists, and he followed up with his 
first double-double with 14 
points and 10 rebounds Sunday 
afternoon against the Bearcats. 
Seven of Minott’s 10 rebounds 
against Cincinnati came on the 
offensive end. 
  
Minott and the Tigers hit the 

road this week to UCF on Wed-
nesday and East Carolina on Sat-
urday. Memphis’ next home 
game is Thursday, Jan. 20 against 
SMU. 
  
Tickets and mini plans for 2021-
22 are available online at 
www.GoTigersGoTix.com or by 
phone at (901) 678-2331. 
  
How to follow the Tigers: For 
complete information on Mem-
phis Tiger Men’s Basketball, 
visit www.GoTigersGo.com and 
follow the team's social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. 
  

Minott, who was selected 
the AAC Freshman of the 
Week on Jan. 3, averaged a 
double-double in Memphis’ 
wins over Tulsa and Cin-
cinnati. He made his first 
two starts as a Tiger and 
contributed 10.5 points 
and 10.5 rebounds per out-
ing, helping the Tigers 
move to 3-1 in conference 
action in the early goings.  

 Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 on January 17th


